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S-388 c. 1870
Beckford Avenue Tenant Houses
Princess Anne
private

Built around 1870, this series of five tenant houses follow the same basic
form. A two-story, one-bay main block is extended to the south by a story-and-a
half frame section. The plain frame houses are lighted by a variety of six-over-
six or two-over-two sash windows. This row of identical dwellings is an interesting
contrast to the larger Victorian houses that line Beckford Avenue. Erected during

tie decade following the Civil War, these postbellum frame dwellings were built on

"Beckford" land to house plantation slaves after Emancipation.
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istori i No. 2003885504
Maryland Historical Trust Magi No

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ mo

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic

and/or common Beckford Avenue Tenant Houses

2. Location

street & number East side of Beckford Ave. —__not for pubiication

clty,town Princess Anne — vicinity of congressional district First

state Maryland county Somerset

3. Classification

Category Ownership %?atus Present Use

— district — public 2 occupied —_agriculture — __ museum

X bullding(s) _X private — — unoccupied —___ commercial — park

— structure — both ___work in progress — educational X private residence

—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment — religious

- __ object ____in process X__ yes: restricted — — government — scientific

—— being considered —___yes: unrestricted — industrial ___transportation
_Xnot applicable _ _po ___ military —__ other:

4. owner Of Propertv (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Various Owners
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

S. Location of Legal Description

counhouse’ registry of deeds’ etc. Somerset County Clerk of Court liber
street & number Somerset County Courthouse . folio
city, town Princess Anne state Md. 21853

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

title

date —federal ____state ___ county __ local

o

«epository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. g_3gg

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_ original site

__X good —_ruins X _altered ____moved date of move
—fair ____unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Beckford Avenue Tenant Houses

The Beckford Avenue tenant houses stand on the east side of Beckford Avenue
between Washington Street and Antioch Avenue in Princess Anne, Somerset County,
Maryland. The houses face west with the gables oriented on a north/south axis.

Built around 1870, the series of five tenant houses follow the same form.
A two-story, one-bay main block is extended to the south by a story—-and-a-half
section. Supported by brick pier foundations, each house is sheathed by asbestos
shingles and covered with a sheet tin roof.

The west (main) facade is an asymmetrical elevation. The one-bay main block
has a single sash window on each floor. The story-and-a-half section is defined
by a door and a window opening. An interior brick stove stack rises against the
south end of the main block between the two sections. The eaves are slightly
extended.

The north and south ends of the house are lighted by a single sash window
on each floor. In a few cases shed additions extend the houses to the east.

The interiors have not been surveyed.



8. Significance Survey No. S-388

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
____prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____landscape architecture____ religion
— 1400-1499 archeology-historic —_ conservation — law —___science
. 15001599 agriculture ____economics —_ literature —_ sculpture
—1600-1699 3 architecture — education —_ military — social/
17001799 ___ art —_engineering — muslc humanitarian
X 1800-1899 ____ commerce — exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater
—1900- ____ communications — industry —_politics/government ___ transportation
____invention ____ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: __ A _ B _ C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C¢C _D _E _F _6G
Level of Significance: _ national __state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Significance

The Beckford Avenue tenant houses are a significant group of modest two-story,
one-room plan dwellings with story-and-a-half sections to the south. The plain
frame houses are lighted by a variety of six-over-six or two-over-two sash windows.
This row of identical dwellings is an interesting contrast to the larger Victorian
houses that line Beckford Avenue.

Erected during the decade following the Civil War, these post-bellum frame
dwellings were built on "Beckford" land to house the plantation slaves after
emancipation.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey No. 5-388

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References o NOT complete UTM references

Quadrangle scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county

code

state code county

code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul Touart - Architectural Historian

organization Somerset County Historical Trust

date 7/14/86

street & number 424 N. Somerset Ave.

telephone 651-0077

city or town Princess Anne

state Md. 21 853

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory

was officially created by

an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust

Shaw House
21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438
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Millers,

MURREBLL & ALLEN, ietors of Upper
;xpe Grist and Saw Mill. ufacturers and
ers in Lumber. Custom work done,
B. HUFTY, Maculacturer and Dealer in Lumber.
Princess Anne.
WOOLFORD & DIXON, Proprietors of Steam Saw
and Grist Mill. Mill located 3§ miles west of Prin-

cess Anne,
R. 8, COHN, Proprictor of “ Manokin Flour Mills.®
JOHN DALR, Physician and Surgeon. Office oppo-
site the Wuhmgton Hotel, on Bridge Street.

L,OUIS W. MORRIS, Physician and Sargeon
Office on Prince William Street.

Miscellaneons,

LANGFORD BROTHERS, Clrpenkﬂl Contract-
ors, and Builders, Princess Anne,

T. R. MUIR, Ship Carpenter.
wu.x..n:'.’mas Real Eatate and genorul trading
Ww.C. PON!AINE, Real Estate Agent; alo, Agent

for the sale of Agricultaral Implements,
©. . JOKIS, Teastor 22d P R Agent

WM. F. W. MILES, Ciril Engineer.
CHAS. B. WOOSTER, Horticulturist and Ogster-

man.
CAPT. B. W. MILLIGAN, Oyster Packes. P.O.

Westover.
GBORGE R. BOZMAN, giunn.
LBVIN P, BOWLAND, Qvil Engineer.
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Beckford Avenue Tenant Houses S-388
Princess Anne, Somerset County, Md.
West Elevation '

3/86 Photographer - Paul Touart
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